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Berlin British School

Senior School Handbook

Welcome to the Senior School! At first things might seem a little strange —you are on a very big
site, and have to move around a lot between the buildings. In Year 7 you are entering the
‘Secondary’ stage of your education, and will find that you are given much more freedom. With
that freedom, however, comes certain responsibilities — you must now become the person who
is ‘in charge’ of your learning — not your parents, or your teachers! If you have not done so
already, now is the time to establish good learning habits — both in school and at home —that
will help you not only this year, but right through to Year 13!! You can start by

keeping your homework diary tidy and up to date

setting aside a place at home to do your homework, and a time each day when you will

doit

always handing your work in on time

always giving 110% of your attention in lessons!

Reading this handbook carefully, so that you know what is expected of you, and what

you can expect the school to give you in return!

Some things have not changed, but some will be new.......read on, and find out what life is like
in Secondary School!
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Our ‘mission’ is simple. All of the staff at our school will strive to ensure that you receive the
very best education possible during your time with us and that your parents are kept well
informed of your progress. Our ‘Mission Statement’ is as follows:-

To promote a culture of life-long-learning where each member is given the opportunity to
reach their full potential, sharing in the happiness, well-being and success of their fellows,
and embracing the diversity of cultures within our community.

The school’s motto, which you will find in Latin on the logois W! faASlySi SY v dzladBy (G SYQ
you will also see this translated into English as Wb dz{i &N WA N yoramost df heR & Q
printed information which the school sends out.

Berlin British School

nurturing enquiring minds




The Senior School Staff

These are the people you will meet at Senior School, the jobs they have, and the subjects they
will teach you.

Head of Senior School Mrs Sian Schutz

I.B. Co-ordinator Mr A. Walsh

KS4 Co-ordinator Mr J. Down

KS3 Co-ordinator Mr D. Coutts

Class Tutors Year 7E Mr Ellison
Year 7R Mr Redwood
Year 8M Mrs McWilliam
Year 8N Miss Neuse
Year 9C Mr Coutts
Year 9L Fr Lintfert
Year 10F Mrs Ferreiro

Year 10H Mlle Hamon
Year 11M Dr Makshinskiy
Year 11D Mr Down

Year 12 Miss Kenny
Year 13 Mr Walsh
English Mr A. Walsh, Mr D. Coutts, Mrs L. Ottewill
EAL Mrs C. Phelan-Kornig, Mrs. C. McWilliam
Mathematics Dr S. Makshinskiy, Mr J. Down, Mr C. Ellison
Biology Ms C. Keating
Chemistry Mrs L. Corwin
Physics Mr. A. Brian
ICT Mr A. Collins
French Mlle C. Hamon
German Herr K. Reichert, Fr. M. Lintfert, Fr. S. Pause, Mrs C. Phelan
Spanish Mrs. C. Ferreiro
History Mr R. Fortune
Economics/Business Studies Mr J. Redwood
Geography Mr S. Allum, Miss H. Kenny
Music Miss C. Neuse, Mrs S. Schutz
Art Miss E. Hassall
Physical Education Ms K. Stagg, Mr S. Allum, Mr P. Nicholson
Librarian Mr S. Crouch
Learning Support Mrs C. McWilliam
Administrator Mrs T. Williams
Hausmeister Mr A. Kelly



Home to School Communication

The school uses a variety of methods to ensure that you and your parents are as well informed
of current and upcoming events as possible,

The School Calendar

This contains the planned events for the upcoming term such as assemblies, sporting
competitions and much, much more. This will be posted to you before the beginning of each
term. It is a good idea to identify important dates and put them into your personal diaries.

The Weekly Brief

The school produces a weekly newsletter that is sent via e-mail to your parents, or home with
you every Friday. If you are given a paper copy, please make sure that your parents receive this
Newsletter, so that they know what is going on in school in the next few weeks!

Reading Records / Homework Diaries

Your homework should be written down immediately in your Homework Diary. The diary also
provides a method for teachers and parents to communicate in writing; for example parents
can inform teachers of any difficulties you experienced when performing homework tasks and
teachers can provide feedback on classroom performance.

Report Cards and Full Reports

Every term your parents will receive a ‘Grade card’, showing them your Attainment in every
subject (measured from A — E), and how much Effort you have put in (measured from 1 —-5). It
will also include a brief comment from your form tutor. In addition, at the end of the Summer
Term, your parents will receive a full report, where each teacher is asked to comment in detail
about your work and attitude during the year.

Parent conference meetings, where your parents can come in and talk to each of your teachers,
are held on a regular basis, and your parents will be sent an Appointment Sheet before the
meetings are due to take place.



The Senior School Day

One of the first things you will notice at Senior School is that the teaching day is now slightly
longer, and your lessons go on until 3.25 in the afternoons. The times of lessons are as follows:-
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At break and lunch times you will be allowed a lot of freedom to play in the large grounds.
However, you must observe a few rules:-

Do not go behind the buildings, or into the wooded areas

Only play football or other ball games in the designated areas

Put all litter in the bins provided, and place recyclable plastic bottles in the big blue bins
provided

Return promptly to lessons when you hear the bell

Remember which days you have to travel on the bus to Sport, and always be on the bus
in plenty of time!



School Uniform

Your school uniform is still much the same as it was at Middle School. The big difference is that
you may now wear a navy sweatshirt, a white polo shirt, and some discreet jewellery. Stud or
small hoop ear-rings are allowed, and you may wear ONE simple ring, necklace or bracelet. NO
‘dangling’ ear-rings are allowed, and you must remove ALL items of jewellery before PE lessons.

Year 7 >13 Navy V-neck school jumper or sweatshirt
For normal day to day school wear: White school polo shirt/ cotton shirt / white
school blouse
School tie (optional)
Grey trousers / skirt
Grey or black socks / tights

* Plain black shoes (no trainers)

For Physical Education (P.E.) and Swimming

Year 7 > Year 11 Black shorts
White school T-shirt
House colour school T-shirt
School tracksuit top
School tracksuit bottoms
* Predominately white trainers (no black
soles)
* A one-piece swimsuit and towel

To ensure compliance with School Uniform rules, all the items, except those marked (*) should
be bought from the school shop.



Health and Safety

If you are ill and cannot attend school, then your parents should call the school secretary to
explain your absence on the first morning of illness. If you are likely to be away from school for
several days, please arrange for someone to collect the work that you would have done in class.

If you feel ill during the school day then you should inform your teacher. He or she will then
send you to see Mrs. Williams in the Reception area, and if you need to go home, she will
phone your parents. You must NEVER leave the site, or go home without permission.

If you have been absent due to illness for more than three days, your parents must obtain a
note from your doctor confirming that you are fit to attend school. You must ALWAYS bring in
a written absence note to explain why you were away when you return to school.

Accidents and Emergencies

In the event of an acute illness or an accident we will immediately attempt to contact your
parents. In the event that we are unable to contact anyone at home, we will authorise any
immediate medical treatment you requires.

Medicines in School

You may not receive medication in school unless the form teacher has received a completed
administration of “medicines in school” form. These forms are sent to your parents on a regular
basis. Please ask a site administrator for further copies if you need one.

Fire Safety
Please familiarize yourself with the ‘Fire Safety’ notices that are displayed in every classroom. If
you hear the Fire Alarm ringing, you MUST follow the following instructions quickly and quietly.

When the fire alarm rings, all the occupants of the buildings must leave by the nearest
fire exit and then proceed to assemble on the grass opposite the Reception Building.
Always remain with your class.

Move quickly but do not run.

Go as quietly as possible.

At the assembly point class teachers will be given a class register by the site
administrator and account for all class members. Line up in register order, and stay with
your class until you are told it is safe to move.

Fire Safety Orders are displayed in all rooms at BBS and Fire Exit Maps are displayed in
all corridors. Make sure you know what they say!



Houses

If you are new to the school, you may not be familiar with the ‘House’ system. However, if you
have read the ‘Harry Potter’ books you will certainly have heard of it! BBS also operates a
house system, the basic idea of which is to generate a team spirit and to introduce some gentle
competition into school events. All children (and teachers) are allocated to one of the four
school houses or teams, each with their own distinctive colour: Amethyst (mauve), Emerald
(green), Ruby (red) and Sapphire (blue). Each class will have children in each house. You will
always be in the same house as your brothers or sisters. A senior pupil of the school will be
House Captain and organise house meetings to discuss progress and organise teams. If you
have been in the school before this year you will, of course, stay in the same House.

The House Points System

Merits

In Senior School, merits are given to students for a high level of achievement, improvement in
the standard of their work, the effort applied to their work and for social contributions. Merits
are recorded in the student’s homework diaries and collated by the form tutor on a weekly
basis. Achievement and Effort Certificates are awarded at the end of each Term to nominated
students in Years 7-9.

Inter- House Competitions -

House points are awarded in the Arts, Music and Sporting competitions throughout the year. A
running total of house points is announced at each weekly assembly. At the end of each term,
various trophies are awarded to the house with the most points. These are displayed with the
appropriate house colours until the following award ceremony.

The School Council

The purpose of the School Council is to provide a forum for student opinions and to achieve the
following aims-

1. Organise social events for all of the Senior School students
2. Improve the Senior School environment
3. Raise money for charity

Student representatives are elected by each class at the beginning of the school year. The
council has a nominated Chairman and Treasurer. A member of staff is selected by the Head of
Senior School to supervise/liaise with the School Council. The council meets on a weekly basis.



Clubs and Activities

During the lunch break and after the teaching day finishes, the school runs a system of extra-
curricular clubs. These enable you to take part, on an entirely voluntary basis, in a variety of
extra activities such as football, judo, computer club, nature club, chess, choir, fencing and
sewing to name but a few. There is no charge for most clubs. In some cases, where it is
necessary to provide transport to the club venue or to hire an outside specialist teacher, a
charge will be made to cover costs.

The selection of clubs available varies on a termly basis. Towards the end of each term, you will
be given a list of clubs for the coming term. Clubs are popular and fill up quickly so you should
decide which clubs you would like to take part in and return the form to the school as soon as
possible. Places are distributed on a first-come-first-served basis, so even if you return your
form within the specified time, the club could already be full. With the most popular clubs, the
school will sometimes try to operate a rotation system so that some children attend for one
half-term and then give their place to other children on the waiting list for the second half-
term.

Clubs are a great way for you to get to know other children outside your year group, to work
with different teachers, to develop new skills and interests and, most of all, to have fun.

Instrumental Tuition

At the Berlin British School we are fortunate enough to have the services of many excellent
musicians who visit the school weekly to teach piano, violin, cello, recorder and guitar. If you
already play a musical instrument, or would like to learn one, you have the opportunity to
receive lessons after school. Sometimes, the teachers also give lessons during the school day,
and you would have to miss some other lessons (usually on a rota basis) in order to attend.

In order to give you the opportunity of performing in front of a live audience, informal
instrumental concerts are held each term. Everyone who takes lessons — both from our own
teachers in school or from private teachers outside school — is invited to perform. We also have
a more formal way of measuring your progress on an instrument. For the past few years, the
school has entered pupils into examinations held by Trinity-Guildhall College of Music in
London. You first enter an ‘Initial’ examination, and after that a series of eight ‘Grades’ measure
progress from a basic level, right through to the standard needed to enter the Music
Conservatoire! Our pupils have so far been entered for examinations from Initial to Grade 8 in
piano, violin, viola and guitar, and have achieved a pass rate of almost 100%! Instrumentalists
who achieve a suitable standard are invited to join the School Orchestra. This year, our
orchestra has joined together with young musicians from other International Schools in Berlin
to form the ‘International Schools Youth Orchestra’ which gave its first concert in Berlin
Brandenburg International School in June.



Your KS3 Curriculum

English
During your time in KS3 you will:

Consider the content of works, themes, styles and techniques and the approaches of
different authors;

Make considered, original comparisons;

Develop your ability to appreciate literature in a critical and mature manner and
understand the techniques required to achieve this;

Develop your oral and written ability to express opinions about literature in a range of
styles and situations;

Encounter a range of literary works from different periods, genres, styles and contexts;
Broaden your cultural perspectives.

Key skills you will develop:

How to express your views;

How to write effectively and accurately in a range of forms and styles and for a variety
of audiences and purposes;

How to compare texts;

How to respond, both in oral and written forms, to literary and non-fiction texts;

How to use different interpretations of literary texts from other readers to articulate
independent opinions and judgements;

How to use technical vocabulary.

The types of tasks you will do:

Discuss ideas and texts in pairs and groups;

Read a range of texts including, poems, plays, stories, novels, advertisements, articles;
Produce a range of forms of writing, such as diaries, stories, letters, reports, for a range
of purposes, such as persuasion, entertainment, information, for a range of audiences
and in a range of styles.

What you will study (the following is a typical range of texts studied by each Year Group):
Year 7 — Autobiographical writing; “The charge of the Light Brigade; “Advertising-chocolate

marketing; “Frankenstein-the play”; Our Changing Language; A selection of twentieth-century
poetry; “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”.
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Year 8 — “Oliver Twist - the play” and extracts from Dickens’ novel; a selection of pre twentieth-
century poetry; a range of writing; “Stone Cold”; diary writing; a selection of twentieth-century
poetry; “The Hobbit” and “Beowulf” — literary heritage and inter-textual influences; advertising-
holidays; “Twelfth Night”.

Year 9 — Four views of me-a range of writing; a range of non-fiction and media texts; “Z for
Zachariah”; “Flowers for Algernon”; language autobiography; “The Lady of Shalott”; “Macbeth”;
Theme park business presentation.

How you will be assessed:

Your weekly homework task will be marked and levelled, with a detailed teacher
comment recognising what you have done well and offering you suggestions for
improvement;

You will undertake termly assessments in speaking, listening, reading and writing which
will be used to help identify your strengths and how to develop further;

A summer examination will also take place, in which the skills taught over the year will
be assessed;

Your contributions in lessons will also help your teacher to assess your progress.

Mathematics
There are things which seem incredible to most men who have not studied mathematics.
Archimedes (287BC - 212BC)
Mathematics is the door and key to the sciences.
Roger Bacon (1214 - 1294)
Mathematics is an important part of everyday life. Even the very simplest of tasks involves
some level of mathematics. For example, looking up the time of the next bus or buying sweets
in a shop. At the other end of the scale, many important scientific discoveries would have been

impossible without using mathematics.

Beyond the purely practical, mathematics can provide intellectual excitement and satisfaction.
Furthermore some of you will go on to use advanced mathematical skills in your studies and
future employment. Mathematics is an important aspect of many careers and most employers
require a good grade at IGCSE before they will even consider you. Universities will not accept
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anyone who does not have a good grade at IGCSE. In our school you will start this course in Year
9 and you will complete it in Key Stage 4.

Objectives

During key stage 3 you will take increasing responsibility for planning and executing your work.
You will extend your calculating skills to fractions, percentages and decimals, and begin to
understand the importance of proportional reasoning. You will begin to use algebraic
techniques and symbols with confidence. You will generate and solve simple equations and
study linear functions and their corresponding graphs. You will begin to use deduction to
manipulate algebraic expressions.
You will progress from a simple understanding of the features of shape and space to using
definitions and reasoning to understand geometrical objects. As you encounter simple algebraic
and geometric proofs, you will begin to understand reasoned arguments. You will learn to
communicate mathematics in speech and a variety of written forms, explaining your reasoning

to others.

You will study handling data through practical activities and will be introduced to a quantitative
approach to probability.
Most importantly, you will work with increasing confidence and flexibility to solve unfamiliar
problems. This will happen if you develop positive attitudes towards mathematics and start
increasingly making connections between different aspects of mathematics.

In year 9 you will already start IGCSE Mathematics course which is taught over 3 years in our

school.

What you will study

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9
Autumn Number Patterns Mental Maths Numbers and patterns
Arithmetic and the | Algebra (equations) Standard Form
calculator Transformations Limits of Accuracy
Decimals Algebra (inequalities) Ratio and proportion
Algebra Angles Percentages
Formulae
Linear equations
Spring Fractions and Statistics Simultaneous equations
percentages Ratio Factorising
Statistics Graphs Quadratic equations Algebraic
Units of length and | Area fractions
scale drawing Indices
Polygons Inequalities
Summer Area, Angles Algebra (simultaneous Geometry - fundamental

Negative numbers
Probability

equations)
Volume

results
Pythagoras' theorem
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Percentages and Symmetry
Fractions Similarity
Probability Angles in polygons and circles
Circles Constructions and loci
Nets

Science

Science is an experimental based subject that combines academic study with the acquisition of
practical and investigational skills. It is an extremely important subject as scientific principles
underpin the technology upon which our society is based, the biological systems on which all
living things depend and the staggeringly complex and elegant universe in which we live.

During your time in KS3 you will develop

A

an enquiring mind, that asks questions which are able to be explored and statements
that can be tested;

the necessary skills needed to plan and carry out investigations- predicting,

hypothesizing, classifying, observing, sorting, measuring, fair testing, recording and
drawing conclusions

an awareness of safety procedures within scientific investigations

an understanding of the scientific concepts central to our modern technological society

You will be regularly assessed through;

v > > >

End of unit tests

Assessed practical work

End of Year examination

Marking of class work and homework

In addition to these internal assessments there will be an examination at the end of Year 9
on all Key Stage 3 science work.
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What you will study

Term Year 7 Year 8 Year 9
BIOLOGY BIOLOGY BIOLOGY
INVESTIGATION FOOD AND FEEDING RELATIONSHIPS
SKILLS DIGESTION ENVIRONMENT
CELLS RESPIRATION FITNESS AND HEALTH
CHEMISTRY CHEMISTRY CHEMISTRY
INVESTIGATION ATOMS AND ELEMENTS, MIXTURES
SKILLS ELEMENTS AND COMPOUNDS
Aut ACIDS & ALKALIS COMPOUNDS AND MATTER
utumn MIXTURES METALS AND THEIR
PHYSICS REACTIONS
INVESTIGATION
SKILLS PHYSICS PHYSICS
ENERGY HEATING AND FORCES
RESOURCES COOLING GRAVITY AND SPACE
MAGNETS AND
ELECTROMAGNETS
BIOLOGY BIOLOGY BIOLOGY
VARIATION AND RESPIRATION DISEASE AND IMMUNITY
CLASSIFICATION MICROBES AND MOVEMENT AND
REPRODUCTION DISEASE SUPPORT
SENSITIVITY
CHEMISTRY
SIMPLE CHEMICAL CHEMISTRY CHEMISTRY
REACTIONS COMPOUNDS AND METALS AND THEIR
Spring PARTICLE MODEL MIXTURES REACTIONS
ROCKS AND ROCKS
PHYSICS WEATHERING
THE SOLAR PHYSICS
SYSTEM & BEYOND PHYSICS ENERGY
ELECTRICAL MAGNETS AND LIGHT AND SOUND
CIRCUITS ELECTOMAGNETS
LIGHT
BIOLOGY BIOLOGY BIOLOGY
ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGICAL VARIATION
FEEDING RELATIONSHIPS CHROMOSOMES AND
RELATIONSHIPS GENES
CHEMISTRY INHERITANCE
CHEMISTRY THE ROCK CYCLE CLASSIFICATION
SOLUTIONS SELECTIVE BREEDING
PHYSICS
Summer PHYSICS SOUND AND CHEMISTRY
FORCES AND HEARING ROCKS

THEIR EFFECTS

SUMMER EXAMS
IGCSE PREPERATION

PHYSICS
ELECTRICITY
MAGNETISM
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ICT

The Importance of ICT Education
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While we can be sure that the amount of change children and young people will face as they
grow up will be great, the precise nature of that change is more difficult to predict. We must
make sure that young people lemaeducation prepared to cope with uncertainty, risk and
change. So, as well as teaching the traditional knowledge and skills that have always been
important in schooling, including literacy and numeracy, it is more important than ever that our
education sgtem equips young people with a broader set of personal, learning and thinking
skills. Including resilience, confidence, and the abilities to think analytically and creatively; to
learn and research; to be active citizens and agents of change; to worktiviis and in
GSFYaT YR (2 YIyl3S (KSYaSt gSaoé

- Your child, your schools, our future. (DCSF, June 2009)

The Aims of the ICT Department

To equip all learners with the experiences and skills of ICT that they will use in a rapidly
changing technological world.

Develop an environment within the classroom, where all individuals enjoy a sense of
personal dignity and status and feel confident of their own equal worth and value.
Provide a broad and balanced ICT curriculum, providing experience within and beyond the
limits listed in the National Curriculum requirements; and which offers excellence and
rigor, and stimulates a sense of curiosity and excitement about their world.

Enable pupils to discover their full potential whilst taking responsibility for their own
learning

Encourage students to work both collaboratively (in pairs or as part of larger groups) and
independently as required, and to show respect for the ideas, different capabilities and
different backgrounds of all the members of a class or group.

Create an active partnership between home and school, seeking to develop and to make
use of the talents of members of the school and of the wider community, whilst keeping
parents fully informed and involved in their children’s education.

Develop in the students an understanding of the social; economic and ethical issues
arising from ICT use.

Encourage students to review/ evaluate their own work and progress

Create in every student, a confidence in their ICT skills and an awareness of how to use it
in the most effective way.

Give every student the opportunity to develop their ICT capability to an extent where
they can use it effectively to enhance their progress at work, college or university.
Develop strong cross-curricular links with the other departments within the school,
encouraging both students and staff to use ICT approaches where appropriate; provide
ICT support for non-ICT staff as required.
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Children have a growing awareness of how ICT is used in the world around them and of
the benefits that it provides.

Course Textbooks

Year 7 ICT InteraCT 1, Bob Reeves, ISBN 987-0-340-94097-6
Year 8 ICT InteraCT 2, Bob Reeves, ISBN 987-0-340-94098-3
Year 9 ICT InteraCT 3, Bob Reeves, ISBN 987-0-340-94099-0

Course Synopsis:

ICT is taught throughout KS3, every class having two (40 minute) periods per week. Students
are taught in standard form groups, with 10-15 students in a class. Boys and girls are taught
together. At KS3 students follow the Hodder ICT InteraCT courses for Key Stage 3, these are
closely linked to the English National Curriculum and QCA guidelines. There are opportunities
for students to work individually and collaboratively throughout.

Year 7

Module 1: Presenting Information ¢ This module introduces students to presenting
information. The module starts by asking students to evaluate an existing presentation
before moving on to create their own presentations for different audiences.

Module 2: Selecting, refining and using information ¢ This module introduces students to
selecting, refining and using information. The module starts by introducing students to the
concept of searching for information and lead on to them creating a magazine article using
desktop publishing software.

Module 3: Creating Data Models ¢ This module introduces students to creating basic data
models with spreadsheets. It introduces the concepts of variables and rules and goes on to
develop skills in formatting and labeling.

Module 4: Data Handling ¢ This is the first unit on data handling. The emphasis of this unit
is on designing questionnaires. Students are introduced to the concept of designing a
guestionnaire in order to collect data. The concept of using the data to test a hypothesis is
also introduced. Students will consider what questions to ask, how to ask them and how to
design a layout for a questionnaire.

Module 5: Control ¢ This module introduces students to how computers are used to control
other electron devices. The module begins with an introduction to flowcharts and creating
simple program loops. It leads on to introducing variables into the system, testing a system
as well as creating and using feedback.

Module 6: ICT in the Real World¢ This module introduces students to the wider uses of ICT
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in the real world and some implications of its use. One of the key areas of this module is the
use of email and staying safe online.

Year 8

Module 1: Finding and Presenting Information ¢ This module on finding and presenting
information builds on the previous years module one. There is a greater emphasis on
considering where information comes from and checking its validity. The module moves on
to look at the different ways in which information can be presented.

Module 2: Web Design and Creation ¢ Web design and creation are introduced this year for
the first time. However, web design has much in common with the work that students did
on presentations during year eight. The emphasis on this module therefore is to focus on
issues that are specific to structuring, designing and creating a website.

Module 3: Modeling ¢ Building upon the module from year seven this module aims to
extend and develop students’ capabilities beyond the basics. The focus is to create models
from scratch, making them as accurate and realistic as possible. Students also look at the
concept of models to simulate real life and create their own simulations.

Module 4: Data Handling ¢ Data handling was introduced in year seven and this module
aims to extend and develop students’ capabilities beyond the basics. The module focuses on
creating databases from scratch using database software. Students create database
structures and go on to create forms for viewing and entering data. Students are introduced
to the concept of queries and consider the ways that data can be presented, including
integrating it into other software.

Module 5: Control ¢ Introduced in year seven, this module aims to extend and develop
students’ capabilities beyond the basics. The module focuses on students creating
sequences of instructions and flowcharts from scratch, aiming for precision and efficiency in
their results.

Module 6: Wider Aspects of ICT ¢ This module is wide-ranging and covers various aspects of
ICT and how it is used in the wider world. It includes topics such as the misuse of personal
data, health and safety issues, plagiarism and copyright as well as the social impact of ICT.
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Year 9

Module 1: Podcasting ¢ This module covers the way podcasts are planned, created and
reviewed. Students work collaboratively to produce a podcast about the outward bounds
trip to Blossin. Student will be expected to find and collect information and write a script for
the podcast. Creat the podcast using Garageband on the Apple Macintosh computers and
publish the podcast online.

Module 2: Computer Games ¢ This module focuses around the creation of computer
games. Students use Game Maker 7 to develop their own working computer game. Game
Maker was created at the University of Utrecht as a teaching aid for students and is very
closely linked to the year seven and eight modules on Control.

Module 3: Shape Recognition ¢ This module is based around control and modelling. The
control element of this task focuses on the requirements for students to create sequences
of instruction. This is realised through the use of the LOGO programming language. The
modelling element is focuses around the use of spreadsheets to create a test. Students will
interact with this model and adapt it or create new versions for different purposes.

Module 4: Social Networking ¢ This module is based around the design and creation of web
pages for a social networking website along the lines of MySpace, Bebo or Facebook.
Students will be asked to select and then use web design software to create pages based on
their own design work. They will also be asked to consider the safety and security issues
involved with putting personal information onto the Internet. Students will be creating web
pages about themselves or other people. They will need to collect suitable information and
resources.

Module 5: Crime Solving ¢ This module is based around a fictional crime in a hotel.
Students will be shown an animated presentation showing the circumstances surrounding
the crime. They are then asked to use ICT to solve the crime focussing on the suspects, a
reconstruction and a press conference.

Module 6: Security Systems ¢ This module is about a top-secret government research
centre. There are two tasks, which are both related to the security systems in place at the
centre. Task one covers the control aspect of ICT and requires students to adapt and create
instructions to control various aspects of the security system. Task two covers the modelling
aspects of ICT and requires students to interact and make changes to a spreadsheet model
that simulates someone trying to break into one of the rooms in the centre.

All students have a unique user ID and their own area on the network. They have unlimited
access to a filtered broadband internet service and email accounts through the schools
Microsoft Exchange Server, providing they have parental consent to do this. The school has
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various software packages, many of which are subject oriented. The Microsoft Office suite is
used extensively at KS3. All lessons are in a computer room and involve solving real problems
using ICT.

Assessment of Progress: The written and practical tasks are used to assess progress as the
student works through the modules. End of unit and end of modular assignments are leveled
according to ability. These are leveled as L3/4 or L4/5.

History

The scheme of work takes into account the whole spectrum of our international children, from
Year 7 to exam level courses. The History curriculum aims to balance an intelligent appreciation
of the host country, international issues in History that impact on the present, and the
requirements of the British National Curriculum to explore key aspects of British History.

At Key Stage 3, the curriculum’s emphasis is on the development of key historical skills which
are both rewarding in their own right and a solid grounding for both the IGCSE and the IB
History courses. There is a mix of British, European and World History, which is intended to
offer our students a breadth of topics as they progress through the Key Stage.

It is hoped that students will develop effective study skills, will be able to exercise critical,
coherent and independent thought, and also develop the capacity for solving problems and
making decisions, through the construction of reasoned arguments. By working both
independently and cooperatively, students will be able to develop research skills, and learn how
to organise their work effectively.

Aims and objectives
In History, students acquire and apply knowledge, skills and understanding in five main areas:

Chronological understanding

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past
Historical interpretation

Historical enquiry

Organisation and communication

In Year 7 the aim is to give students a firm foundation upon which to build in subsequent years.
Throughout Years 8 and 9 the curriculum is designed to promote:

Source analysis techniques
Independent learning
Collaborative learning
Hypothesis testing
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Good practice when undertaking research
Use of ICT

Particularly in Years 8 and 9 the themes that students study allow a greater understanding of
continuity and change across time. This is a vital element in both the IGCSE and IB curriculums.
In addition to this, they are required to give deeper thought to the dual ideas of cause and
consequence.

Areas of study

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Year
7 Medieval Minds - Life Meeting of Minds - Life | Ancient and Medieval
in Medieval Europe. in the Middle East from | China - Life in China
the Rise of Islam to the | from the rise of the
end of the Crusades. First Emperor.
Year
3 Medicine Through Renaissance Women — | Slavery and
Time — from the Wives, Queens and Exploitation — the
ancient times to the Witches; the different growth of
Industrial Revolution. roles of women in international trade,
England from 1500 to the slave trade and
1750. the battle for equality.
Year
9 Minds and Machines — | Modern Minds — the League of Nations —
the rising industrial causes, experiences and | the failures of peace
world, the changing consequences of the and the causes of the
political world, the new | First World War. Second World War.
intellectual world.
Assessment

Assessment in history will be in the form of both Formative and Summative assessment.
Students will be assessed both in their written work, by examinations, by presentations and
also though class discussion. The sharing of ideas is an essential part of making reflective
progress in understanding and appreciating History.
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Geography

Through Geography, you will understand how issues and events contribute to changes
environment and societies — impacting the environmental, economic and social spheres.

in our

Year 7

What is Geography?

What makes up geography? Becoming a geography
detective.

Making Connections

Where do we live?
An introduction to mapping skills and our place in the
World

Understanding the weather

What is weather? How do we measure the elements of
weather? What cause different types of weather? An
introduction to microclimates in school.

Weather patterns over Europe

What is the difference between weather and climate?
Why do different places have different climates?

Where do we live?

What is a settlement? What influences the site and
function of a settlement? Shopping patterns past, present
and future.

Getting from one place to
another

How do we travel from one place to another? Which type
of transport is best?

Coastal environments

What influences the shape of the coast? What features
can be found along the coastline? How do people cope
with coastal hazards?

Year 8

What is Brazil like?

An in depth study of the country of Brazil including
climate, vegetation, farming and urbanisation.

Hazards

A study of the different types of hazards including
earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis and flooding. How do
hazards affect people?

Environmental Issues

A study of the major environmental issues facing people
including global warming and pollution. What can we do
to protect our environment? An in depth study of
Antarctica — the last wilderness.

The world of sport

How is sport and geography linked? How is the UK
preparing for the 2012 Olympics?

The EU

Which countries belong to the EU? Why do countries
belong to the EU? What are the differences between the
countries in the EU?
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Year 9

What is Japan like? An in depth study of the country of Japan including

population, energy use and industry

Economic Activities What are economic activities? An investigation into the

different types of economic activities in the world.

Globalisation What is globalisation? How does globalisation affect us?

Tourism- an example of globalisation- is it good or bad?

What is development? A study into the different methods used to measure

development. How effective are these indicators? What is
the Human Development Index?

Comparing countries Are all countries the same? A comparison of countries at

different levels of development.

Modern Languages

In KS3 you will have the opportunity to learn two languages- the combinations French and
German or German and Spanish. In Yr 7, Yr 9 and Yr 10 you can choose between French and
Spanish, to coincide with German or German as a Foreign Language. German and German as a
Foreign Language remain compulsory subjects in KS3.

Why study a foreign language?

A foreign language allows you to:
- communicate
- discover more about new cultures and civilizations
- use your language skills to do research in other subjects
- see how languages work
- broaden your horizons and tolerance towards other people

German

You will be allocated to a group which is appropriate to your level of German. We have two
groups for each year - non native and native. These groupings can change according to the
ability of the particular individuals.

German as a Foreign Language for Beginners and Advanced Beginners

You will learn about the following topics:

Introducing yourself, numbers, time, countries, nationalities, hobbies, school life, places in
town, house and home, family, pocket money, food and drink, daily routine, holidays, clothes,
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jobs, letter writing, transport, holidays, health, media and many other relevant and interesting
topics. The use of media (magazines, television) will help you to improve your language skills.
*The Advanced Beginners will naturally study the above topics in more depth.

Assessment: You will be assessed in the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and
speaking.

A German Beginners club is on offer at lunchtime once a week to further develop your speaking
skills.

German for Natives

Apart from the fact that you will develop a good command of the English language in a British
educational environment, you will also have the opportunity to refine your German. You will
read several different novels, short stories, dramas and poems of German literature. You will
also gain an insight into the grammatical structures to comprehend how the language
functions.

Here are the main points of studying German as a 1* language:

to develop the four primary language skills

to refine your power of expression, both in oral and in written communication in a
variety of styles and situations

to build up an awareness of and an insight into the grammatical structures of German

to introduce you to a wide range of texts (literary and non literary) of the German
language

to gain familiarity with the target language and its associated cultures

Assessment: You will be assessed in the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and
speaking.

In year 7 you will study the following:
fables (Aesop, Lessing, Luther etc.)
novels (e.g. ,Als Hitler das rosa Kaninchen stahl” or ,Mit Jeans in die Steinzeit”)

and of course aspects of grammar and spelling

In year 8 we will focus on:
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Ballads (Goethe, Fontane etc.)
novels (e.g. ,Der gelbe Vogel” or ,Krabat”)
and of course aspects of grammar and spelling

In year 9 we will work on:

short stories (Borchert, Boll etc.)
novels (e.g. “Die Welle” or ,,Der Schimmelreiter”)
and of course aspects of grammar and spelling

French as a Foreign Language

In KS3, you will study the following topics : introducing oneself, school, leisure, food, drinks,
health, fitness, town, weather, time, clothes, television, cinema, going out, daily routine,
celebrations, travelling, pocket money, household chores, music. The study of grammar
includes: present, perfect, imperfect, close future tenses, indefinite and definite articles,
negation, adjectives, prepositions, imperative, reflexive verbs, pronouns, comparison.

You will be assessed regularly by means of vocabulary and grammar tests. Moreover, there are
end of unit tests at the end of each chapter (listening, reading, speaking and writing).

You are encouraged to visit the Institut frangais in Berlin and to use CD Romes.
Spanish as a Foreign Language

The purpose of this subject is to enable you to develop linguistic competence in the four skills:
listening, speaking, reading and writing. Lessons are taught following a communicative
approach. You will be given opportunities to practise the language in different contexts and
situations. A wide variety of resources are used in order to engage you in class and homework.
Extension work is given to gifted and talented pupils. ICT is also a very important part in this
subject. Moreover, there are constant references to Spain and Latin American countries so that
you are able to acquire a sound cultural knowledge of the Spanish language.

You can also benefit from using the Instituto Cervantes Berlin.
In KS3 you will study the following topics:
Introducing oneself; classroom language and equipment, family, animals, home town and

geographical surroundings, school, food and drink, clothes and shopping, daily routine and
household chores, sports and leisure, health, holidays, celebrations, future plans.
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The grammatical component in this subject is very important. Special attention is given to the
tenses: present, future and simple past. Pupils study as well indefinite and definite articles,
negation, noun and adjective agreement, comparison. Assessment of the four skills is done
through homework, end of unit tests, exams and oral presentations.

Music

Curriculum Overview

Autumn | Autumn Il Spring | Spring Il Summer | Summer Il

Year 7 Revision —time WYt I &aAAn | Introduction | The use of World Music— | Consolidation of
signatures, notes opera projectona | to Music Ostinato. the music of year’s work and
in the treble clef. named opera (e.g. History —the | Compositional | Africa. completion of

‘The Magic Flute’), | Baroque project compositional
‘What makes a | in conjunction with | Age. involving projects.
good tune?’ — | Deutsche Oper, ostinato and Extension
structures in Berlin. multi-layering. compositional
melody exercises for
writing. more able
pupils.

Keyboards Playing and reading right hand melodies Introduction of auto-chords Widening repertoire of pieces
. and left-hand using both hands.
in the treble clef. .

accompaniments.

Year 8 Scales. Construction Music of the Minor scales; plus a World Music | Consolidation of
of the major scale — Classical Age. compositional project — Gamelan, year’s work and
performing and involving major/minor the music of | completion of
compositional work contrasts and Latin rhythms. Indonesia. compositional
emphasises use of projects. Extension
scallic movement. exercises for more

able pupils.

Year 9 Primary triads in Music of the Further work on triads - Intervals in Consolidation of
major keys, and their | Romantic Age — Twelve-bar blues, plus the major year’s work and
use in melodic the rise of compositional project. scale — completion of
accompaniment. Nationalism. major and compositional

perfect. projects. Extension
exercises for more
able pupils.

Performing | Continuous work on developing skills on keyboards, voices or other instruments.
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Art and Design

‘Art and Design stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and sensory
experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world. Pupils use colour,
form, texture, pattern and different materials and processes to communicate what they see,
feel and think. Through art and design activities, they learn to make informed value judgements
and aesthetic and practical decisions, becoming actively involved in shaping environments.
They explore ideas and meanings in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers. They learn
about diverse roles and functions of art, craft and design in contemporary life, and in different
times and cultures. Understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the visual arts have the
power to enrich our personal and public lives.’

The National Curriculum for England: Art and Design, p.14

Learning Objectives

‘During KS 3 pupils develop their creativity and imagination through more sustained activities.
These help them to build and improve their practical and critical skills and to extend their
knowledge and experience of materials, processes and practices. They engage confidently with
art, craft and design in the contemporary world and from different times and cultures. They
become more independent in using the visual language to communicate their own ideas,
feeling, and meaning.’

The National Curriculum for England: Art and Design, p.20

Students will learn to:

Identify and research a particular aspect of art & design

Carry out relevant exploration of materials, media and appropriate processes
Document and evaluate ideas and concepts against aims and objectives as the work
proceeds

Develop these into a cohesive outcome.

Year 7

Autumn Term 1: Self Image

In this unit, pupils explore their personal identity as a starting point. They create images that
reflect their ideas of themselves, working from observation, memory and imagination. They
develop skills using traditional materials and processes and have the opportunity to combine
traditional and digital media. They learn about the ideas, methods and approaches used by
other artists who have made images of themselves and/or portrayed others.
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Autumn Term 2: Abstractions and Expression

In this unit the students will create a series of pieces that extend their knowledge of the
principles of visual expression. The work will be abstract and explore colour theories, the
language of art and the possibilities of a wide variety of materials. We will examine the
processes of creating abstract art by studying a range of abstract artists and looking at the
principles behind their paintings. We will experiment with various media building up technical
skills and confidence.

Spring Term 1: Pop Art

In this unit the students will create a series of pieces that deal with the principles of portraits.
Exploring the history and development of portrait paintings through studying early
masterpieces and developing drawing abilities by recognizing the rules of proportion. Looking
at the impact the camera had and exploring modern models such as Warhol, Lichenstein.

Spring Term 2: Masks

In this unit the students will explore different masks from around the world and analyse their
function or aesthetic purposes. They will examine, reflect and select visual information
developing their visual vocabulary. We will then look at the artist Arcimboldo and develop an
idea for a mask design in the style of his paintings. Giuseppe Arcimboldo (1527 in Milan, Italy -
1593) was an Italian painter best known for creating portrait heads made entirely of such
objects as fruits, vegetables, flowers, fish, and books

Summer Term 1: Surrealism
In this unit the students will create a series of pieces that deal with the principles of Surrealism.
Building on practical and contextual theory and developing a variety of technical skills in a range
of media. This unit will deal with the basic foundations of perspective drawing, and composition
of portraits and landscapes.

Summer Term 2: Balinese Puppets

In this unit the students will create a series of works investigating and making Balinese Puppets.
The Shadow puppet plays are popular throughout Bali and Indonesia. They are very
entertaining but have quite serious elements too. Telling tales of ancient myths but adding in
funny stories about people from the village. The plays also have moral elements and they are a
way of bringing religious lessons to the people. So in a way they help keep cultural traditions
alive. This unit will build develop pupils imaginative and practical skill whilst building up
contextual knowledge and understanding of different cultures

Year 8
Autumn Term 1: Hundertwasser Houses
In this unit the students will explore the work of the Austrian Architect Hundertwasser. This

unit aims to develop pupils problem solving and design abilities. Building their basic skills,
exploring the properties of different kinds of media, building on their visual language and
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cultivating their evaluation skills. After designing the Hundertwasser house plant pot we will
make it in clay and paint it in colours that reflect Hundertwasser’s own designs.

Autumn Term 2: Expressionism

In this unit the students will create a series of pieces that extend their knowledge of the
principles of portraits, and how pictures can be used to express emotions and ideas. Exploring
the history and development of portrait paintings and the work of the Expressionists in
particular and refreshing our knowledge of proportion.

Spring Term 1: Artist Studies

In this unit we will explore the work of a variety of artists from around the world. Making pieces
informed by their theories and technical approaches to art. This unit will develop technical skills
and build up subject vocabulary and evaluation skills

Spring Term 2: Futurism

In this unit the students will create a series of pieces that deal with movement and colour
theory informed by the work of the Futurists. Developing their basic skills, exploring the
properties of different kinds of media, building on their visual language and cultivating their
evaluation skills.

Summer Term 1: Typography
A unit of work that develops contextual and technical understanding of Typography through
different periods and contexts. Focusing on Art Nouveau, Art Deco, Celtic and Graffiti.

Summer Term 2: Posters

In this unit, students will explore the graphic design of posters. We will examine propaganda art
from a variety of times and contexts and the students will be encouraged to read the images
and what is being expressed through them. They will be introduced to Henri de Toulouse-
Lautrec and his artwork, which will be discussed in class. The students will then design a poster
for a topic that they feel strongly about.

Year 9

Autumn Term 1 and 2: Objects and Viewpoints

In this unit, pupils explore familiar objects from different viewpoints as the starting point for
their work. They develop their ideas by selecting and abstracting qualities of objects to use as
the basis for drawings, paintings and assemblages. They learn about the ideas and approaches
of the cubists and their influences and make connections with other artists who worked from
still life.

Spring Term 1: Line and Linear Drawing

You will be introduced to a wide range of mark-making techniques: pens, biro, markers, brush
and reed pen and produce a repertoire of different line qualities from bold to fine, with a host
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of variations from stippling to cross-hatching. This work on technique is backed up with a look
at the work of Vincent Van Gogh. Students will then design a 3D landscape in the style of Van
Gogh.

Spring Term 2: Pointillism and Beyond

In this unit you will be introduced to work of the Pointillists, a movement that came out of the
tail end of Impressionism. Their mark making became even more fragmented and began to rely
upon some of the colour theory we examined in year 8. We will explore the elements of the
movement and collect ideas for a piece of work that will reflect their knowledge of Pointillists
and in particular George Seurat. We will also examine the more contemporary artist Chuck
Close and make work that explores his ideas

Summer Term 1: In the Box

In this unit the class will be given a design assignment as a group. As a designer they must come
up with a final idea for an advertising campaign for a beverage from a selection of cultures.
Student must first make a mood page collecting pictures and examples of art from Chinese,
African, Indian and Aztec cultures. They will then start designing a box, poster, cup and saucer,
tea/coffee bag label, packet and box for the item. There will be a real problem solving aspect to
this unit. It is designed to continue the development of practical drawing skills and exercise
imaginative skills.

Summer Term 2: The Human Form

In this unit the students will be investigating the portrayal of the human form in a variety of
media the work of Antoni Giacometti, Kathy Kollowitz and Lucian Freud — We will be dealing
with expression through the depiction of the human form, creating sculptural pieces,
printmaking and painting.

Assessment

Assessment is carried out by observing the students at work and through homework,
recordings in their sketchbooks, their final pieces, and discussion with them. Students are
always encouraged to self assess and to talk about their work honestly.

It is our policy to assess students at least twice termly. Assessments test the three skills:
A Exploring and developing ideas;
A Investigating and making art, craft and design;

A Evaluating and developing work.
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How to succeed in Art

To succeed in art you should aim to develop your practical, critical and imaginative skills. You
should study the content of each topic and its historical context in depth to understand what
artists were trying to convey through their artwork. This will develop your critical skills in
particular and help you to understand the interaction of art and the world we live in and how it
reflects on both. You should always attempt to involve yourself in class discussions, as this is
the only way to display your understanding. With the development of your practical and critical
skills you will be able to give your own critical statements about the world you live in and
develop your approach to art.

Physical Education

PE develops pupils’ competence and confidence to take part in a range of physical activities
that become a central part of their lives, both in and out of school. Pupils will develop a wide
range of skills and the ability to use tactics and strategies to perform successfully. When they
are performing, they think about what they are doing, analyse the situation and make
decisions. They also reflect on their own and others’ performances and find ways to improve
them. As a result, they develop the confidence to take part in different physical activities and
learn about the value of healthy, active lifestyles.

PE helps pupils develop personally and socially. They work as individuals, in groups and teams,
developing concepts of fairness and personal and social responsibility. Pupils are assessed at
the end of each unit of work.
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PE Curriculum

KS3 Autumn 1 | Autumn 2 | Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 | Summer 2
Year 7/8/9 | Football Football Basketball | Health Athletics Softball
Basketball Related
Exercise
Half termly| Hockey Basketball Tennis
rotation
lesson

Extra Curricular Sport

We offer a wide range of extra curricular sporting opportunities. The options vary from term to
term and often correspond with the competitive season. We play friendly matches and
compete in the German International Schools Sports Tournaments (GISST). Extra Curricular
clubs are open to all students and sessions are used to prepare students for upcoming GISST
tournaments.

GISST events | Interhouse After school or lunch time training
Competitions
Autumn Term Football Football Football
Cross-Country Swimming Cross-Country running
Badminton Basketball Swimming
Tennis
Badminton
Spring Term Basketball Basketball Basketball
Swimming Football
Golf Swimming
Tennis
Summer Term Athletics Sports day Athletics
Tennis Softball Football
Tennis Basketball
Swimming
Tennis
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What to do if you have a problem

We want your time spent at the school to be a happy and secure one. Bullying, physical
violence or prejudices based on race, religion or disability are not tolerated at the school, and if
you experience any problems, then they should be reported immediately. If you have any sort
of problem, then don't sit on it! Go and talk to someone straight away. If you have a practical
guestion or problem, Mrs Williams at the front desk will probably be able to help you. If you
have a concern about a particular subject, then the first person to approach is the subject
teacher.

For any other personal or confidential problems, then you should talk to your form teacher.
They will be able to help you and give you some advice. If you feel more comfortable speaking
to someone else then you can speak to any member of staff with whom you get on well, or if
you prefer, you can speak directly to Mrs Schutz or Mrs McWilliam. Finally, you can write to or
go to see Mr Lacey. He is always willing to see you or your parents, preferably by appointment.

Finally, you must be aware that your teachers will always keep small problems confidential.
However, if your problem is a serious one, or one that might be a danger to your health or
welfare, they will know who to contact to get the correct help or advice for you. Your health,
happiness and well-being are very important to the school, and your problems will never be
shared by anyone in the school community who does not need to know.

If you have been experiencing poor grades on a regular basis, there can be several reasons.
Mrs McWilliam may be able to assist you with: improving your personal, learning and thinking
skills; assessment activities; referring you to outside agencies that can best assist. This is
offered on an individual, in small groups or within the classroom basis.

We do promote independent learning and sometimes a bit of extra support is required as a
boost.
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Berlin British School Complaints Procedure
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